Site Induction talk for woodfuel project volunteers
Safety hazards may exist at the woodfuel project workplace.  In order to minimise the hazards you should be aware of the following:
Need for adequate clothing
· You should wear warm, waterproof clothing for comfort and to minimise the likelihood of muscle strains from working while wet.  Do not ‘over-do it’.  Take rests when necessary.
· You should wear strong working boots or shoes that will protect your feet and not encourage falls.

· You should wear gloves to protect your hands, except when using certain hand tools.
· Cuts and grazes should be cleaned to avoid contamination by soil bacteria.  You should protect yourself by being immunised against tetanus.  Be aware that splinters from blackthorn can turn septic.
Worksite hazard awareness 

Please be aware of the following general hazards at the worksite:

· The work site is steep in places and may be slippery when wet.

· (There is barbed wire on the old fenceline. – Quickes)
· Wire from the fence may be present (Tuckingmill)
· Avoid injuring yourself or others by reducing the likelihood of slips, trips and falls to a minimum.  Help keep the site tidy by stacking materials neatly and not leaving tools lying around. 

· A public footpath crosses/ is below the worksite.  Please look out for the presence of the public and ensure that you don’t create hazards for them.
· (Please note that a DCC sign adjacent to the site alerts you to the possible presence of wild boar in the area.  Wild boar should be treated with respect and not approached. – Quickes only)
· Many back injuries are the result of attempting to lift things using a poor technique.  Please be aware of the following guidelines.

Before lifting anything assess its weight and whether it presents any other hazards, such as sharp edges.

Always get help if you can’t lift something safely on your own.
When lifting something keep a straight back, bend your knees and lift using the muscles of your legs, rather than your back.
When moving materials on site, make sure that you can see where you are going and be aware of the presence of other volunteers and the public.

Chainsaw Use
Do not work closer than 5 metres to the chainsaw operator.  Do not attempt to distract the attention of the chainsaw operator.   There should be a banksman who can communicate to the chainsaw operator.

Be aware of chainsaw re-fuelling site.   Do not create any naked flames closer than 5 m to this site.
· First aid and emergencies

There is a first-aid kit on site and the first-aider is………Pete Mason………….

The site is located at  Tuckingmill Farm, Zeal Monachorum at grid reference 723 034..

Please park your vehicle at the farm house so that you do not obstruct others.

You should be able to get a mobile phone signal at the top of the site.
